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The seduction of the holidays... 


arm hearths on cold winter nights...aromatic turkeys basting in 

their juices...street-corner Santas jingling small, tinkly 
bells...frosted gingerbread men with tiny cinnamon eyes...a 
menorah’s candles being lit one by one...a dreidel spinning on 
its axis in a child’s joyous game... 

The crunch of snow beneath an adult's firm steps...crys- 
talline stars aloft in a black December sky...the aromas of hot 
chocolate mingling with pinecone and evergreen...the rustle of 
wrapping paper...squeals of delight...the crescendo of yuletide 
trumpets on a stereo...and sighs of contentment all around... 


For our Warriors of PLASM—Mrs. J, Reverend Gilbert, 
Shooter, Mouse, and Nudge—the holidays have never 
seemed more remote, more...alien. Having been catapulted 
from their homes and communities into a place “beyond the 
imaginary limits,” they are only just beginning to fathom 
their predicament and grope for their bearings when, quite 
unexpectedly, it occurs to one and all that...it...is... 
Christmas. 

The smells, the sights, the sounds of the holidays flood 
their collective senses, but all for naught: These are memories 
only—PLASM has nothing to offer in their stead. It is a land 
of Zoms and mulch gullets, of lust-games and Splatterball; it 
reeks of militarism and hedonism, of spilled gore and 
imprisoned hearts. It is a land without tradition, without rit- 
ual, without “humanity’—it is a land, in short, that couldn’t 
possibly understand “the holidays.” 

Or could it? 

In the pages ahead, Len Wein and Dave Cockrum collabo- 
rate on a journey with our five heroes and heroines, depicting 
them in their innocence, their awakenings, their blunders, and 
their stupendous attempts to challenge the odds. 

Will they ever escape PLASM? Will they ever return to 
Earth? Will they ever again celebrate Christmas? 

Believe it or not, only their hairdresser knows for sure... 


Deborah Purcell 
Editorial Director 


WARRIORS OF PLASM™ Graphic Novel #1. November 1993. Published by DEFIANT™, a division of Enlightened Entertainment Partners, L.P., 232 Madison 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016. Jim Shooter, President; Winston Fowlkes, Publisher. Copyright © 1993 EEP, L.P. All rights reserved. Price $5.95 per copy in the 
U.S. and $7.75 in Canada. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any person living or 


dead or any institution is intended, and any such similarity that may exist is purely coincidental. All prominent characters featured in this issue and the distinctive 
likenesses thereof are trademarks of EEP, LP. PRINTED IN CANADA. 
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LEN WEIN 


Len Wein has written nearly every major 
title in the comics business, from Superman, 
Batman, The Justice League, The Flash, Green 
Lantern, and Wonder Woman at DC to The 
Amazing Spider-Man, The Incredible Hulk, 
The Mighty Thor, and The Fantastic Four for 
Marvel. His credits also include cocreation 
of Swamp Thing and The Human Target for 
DC, Wolverine and the new X-MEN (with 
Dave Cockrum) for Marvel, and scripts for 
the animated TV series “Batman,” “X-MEN,” 
and the forthcoming “Phantom 2040” and 
“Spectacular Spider-Man.” As well, he has 
held the positions of Editor-in-Chief and 
Cover Editor at Marvel, Senior Editor at DC, 
and Editor-in-Chief at Disney Comics. 
Originally from the Bronx, New York, Wein 
lives in Southern California with his wife, 
Christine Valada, a photographer and attor- 
ney, and their son, Michael. Of his career, 
Wein says, “It’s what I've wanted to do ever 
since I was a kid. When I was seven, I got 
sick, and my father brought a huge stack of 
comics to the hospital. That was it—from 
then on, I trained to be a comics writer!” 
Wein currently writes the monthly series 
DARK DOMINION™ and WARRIORS OF 
PLASM™ for DEFIANT™. 


Dave Cockrum 


Dave Cockrum began his comic book career 
in 1970 with Vampirella #11 (Warren), and 
from 1972 to 1974 he worked for DC inking 
Superman backgrounds under Murphy 
Anderson and penciling Legion of 
Superheroes. In 1975 he developed the new 
X-MEN with Len Wein for Marvel (GIANT- 
SIZED X-MEN #1), then penciled the regular 
X-MEN title, beginning with The Uncanny 
X-MEN # 94, Cockrum created such classic 
X-MEN characters as Nightcrawler, Storm, 
Thunderbird, Phoenix, Colossus, and the 
Brood. He also created The Futurians graph- 
ic novel for Marvel's Epic line and recently 
penciled issues of Green Lantern Corps and 
Wonder Woman for DC and covers for Topps 
Jurassic Park, Originally from the Midwest, 
Cockrum studied at Southern Illinois 
University and Colorado State, then concen- 
trated on perfecting his craft when he left 
school to join the Navy. He lives in upstate 
New York with his wife, Paty, a well-known 
colorist in the industry. 


KeiTH WILSON 


Keith Wilson began his career in comics in 
the early 1980s, inking Three Badgers for 
First, then Robotech and The Elementals for 
Comico. After serving as Cover Editor at DC 


in the mid-80s, he returned to inking, work- 
ing on The Power of the Atom and Angel and 
the Ape, among other titles. In 1992 he, Tom 
Joyner, and Chris Sprouse cocreated DC's 
Hammerlocke; a year later, he, Joyner, and 
Jim Fern teamed their talents to create 
Scarlette. He has also worked for Upper Deck, 
illustrating their Comic Ball trading-card sets 
featuring Looney Tunes characters. Born in 
Anchorage, Alaska, Wilson says he grew up 
during the golden age of Saturday morning 
superhero cartoons (the ‘60s) and has been 
drawn to comics ever since. He holds an 
associate's degree in commercial art and 
advertising and lives in Austin, Texas, with 
his wife, Carrie, a speech therapist. 


GEORGE ROBERTS 


George Roberts has been in the comics 
business since 1982, working as a colorist 
and production artist at DC and as a paste-up 
artist and letterer at Marvel and Valiant. He 
currently devotes his talents full-time as a 
letterer for DEFIANT. Raised in Valhalla, 
New York, Roberts says that as a child he'd 
trace comics to get his parents’ attention. “I'd 
hold up a perfectly traced Casper the Ghost 
and say, ‘Look what I’ve done!’ My Dad was 
so [mistakenly] impressed that he took me to 
an art school one Saturday. I sat down in 
front of the easel, and all I could draw was 
the Batman insignia. My father and I were so 
embarrassed that I decided then and there to 
be an artist.” In time Roberts studied at the 
School of Visual Arts, New York Technical 
College, and Parsons School of Design. He 
lives in Yonkers, New York. 


OcLaiR ALBERTO SILVERIO 


Born and raised in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Oclair 
Alberto Silvério began drawing at the age of 
six and has been passionate about art ever 
since—it is “in his blood,” he says. At age 12 
he became inspired by superhero comics, 
particularly those by the legendary Gil Kane. 
A completely self-taught artist, Silvério 
worked as an advertising illustrator and lay- 
out artist after college but kept his sights on 
the American comic book industry, that in 
Brazil being too small to offer a viable career 
path. His next assignment is DEFIANT’s 
forthcoming title CHARLEMAGNE™, which 
he will paint in Sao Paulo, where he lives 
with his wife, Denise, and his 10-month-old 
son, Lucas Vitor. An ardent runner, 
Silvério’s next personal goal is to run in the 
New York City Marathon. 
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